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Is AIA EH, chap. liv. ver. 5. 


For thy maker is thine husband (the 
Lord of hoſts is his name) and thy 
redeemer the holy one of 1ſrael, 


the God of the bale earth [ball 
he be called. 


—C— - 


1 


AM to addreſs you at this time on 
I account of the death of one, who, I 
have no reaſon to doubt, is now tri- 
h 8 umphing above, among the happy 

ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, in the 

preſence and ſweet enjoy ment of her dear exalted Re- 
deemer. The words which I have read had been 
often bleß d to the comfort of her own mind, for 
which reaſon 1 have been deſired to make them 
the ſubject of my proves diſcourſe. 
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rance hereby, God by his prophet names the 


2 A Sermon on the Death 


In order to give a plain view of them, it will 
be needful to obſerve, that this evangelical pro- 
phet Jſaiah is for many reaſons reckoned one of 
the moſt eminent among all thoſe, who were ſent 
to deliver the mind of the Lord to his people ; 
and was particularly employed to deal in the clo- 
ſeſt manner with the Fews for their repeated 
tranſgreſſions of the divine law, eſpecially for their 
notorious ingratitude towards the holy one of I 


rael. And as he enumerates many of their wick- 


ed practices, and, in the name of the Lord, de- 
nounceth heavy judgments againſt them; ſo a- 
mong other things he plainly propheſies of the 
Lord's giving them up into the hand of the A- 
rians, Iſrael's avowed enemies; and foretels their 
being carried by them captive to Babylon. * 

But that the hearts of thoſe few faithful among 
them, who had not given into thoſe abominations, 
which the generality were guilty of, might not 


fail in the common calamity ; nor fink under that 


evil treatment, they ſhould meet with during the 
time of their captivity : he is made to propheſy 
againſt Babylon, and ſhew its ſad and certain de- 
ſtruction. © Aud Babylon the glory of kingdoms, the 
beauty of the Chaldees excellency, ſhall be as when 


God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. t And to 


aſſure them of this, and of the church's delive- 


very 
* Chap. 5, and 8. 4. + Chap. 13. 19. 
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very perſon, whom he would raiſe up and ſtrengthen 
to accompliſh this deliverance of his people from 
Babylon ; and who, as his inſtrument, he would 
appoint to repeople Fudea and FJeruſalem, and re- 
build the temple there, and reſtore all thoſe veſſels 
of the ſanctuary, which Nebachadnezzar ſhould 
carry with the people] to Babylon. * 

The gates of braſi, which are ſpoken of, chapter 
45. v. 2. J will go before thee , and make crooked 


places ſtraight ; I will break, in pieces the gates of 


braſi, and cut in ſunder the bars of iron: refer to 
the city of Babylon, which was built four ſquare, 
and had 25 of theſe gates of braſs in each ſquare, 
in which much of the beauty, as well as ſtrength 
of the city conſiſted. Now Cyrus, the founder 
of the Perſian empire, 'who was thus named by the 
Lord 150 years before his birth, to reſcue the 
Iſraelites from the Babyloniſh. yoke, when he came 
againſt it, found thoſe gates leading to the river 
open, which for the ſecurity of the city were 
generally kept ſhut ; and by that means he had an 
ealy entrance. F Which perfectly agrees with the 
account here given by the propher, and was a good 
ftep towards the accompliſhment of thoſe other 
things, which, it was ſaid, he ſhould do for God; 
in regard of that deliverance his people were to 

2 enjoy 


* Chap. 44. 28. and 45. I. f See Prideaux's Conne. p. 1, 
6. 2. p. 121, 131, 
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enjoy thro' him, as an inſtrument, from the op- 
preſſion of their enemies, 

Hence we may obſerve, that as the Lord pro- 
vides long before hand for the deliverance of his 
people from ſuch as oppreſs them ; ſo when the 
appointed time comes, nothing ſhall hinder the ac- 
compliſhment of his ſovereign pleaſure, 

But 1ſaiah's prophecies go much farther than 
this, and extend to things of a ſuperior nature, 
For tis plain from divers parts of this book, that 
this propher is led to look into goſpel times, and 
comfort the church with a proſpect of a much 
greater than Cyrus, who ſhould appear to deliver 
his people from a far worſe bondage and captivi- 
ty, than what J/7ael ſuffered in Babylon. And 
therefore, refering to Chriſt, whom he ſtiles the 
Lord God, he ſhews them, this great deliverer ſhould 
in their behalf conquer death itſelf, and in the 
end wipe away all tears from his true Iſrael. * 
He will fallow up death in victory, and the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from off all faces, and the 
rebuke of his people ſhall he take away from off all 
the earth : for the Lord hath ſpoken it. And it 
| ſhall be ſaid in that day, Lo this is our God, we 
have waited for him, and hie ſhall ſave us; this is the 
Lord we have waited for him, ve ill be glad, and re- 
Joice in his ſalvation. To much the ſame purpoſe is 
that paſſage in Zoſea: I will rauſom them from thy 


power 


* Ia. 25. 8, 9, 
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power of the grave, I will redeem them from death, 
O death I will be thy plagues, O grave I will be 
thy deſtruttion : repentance ſhall be hid from mine 
eyes. * Both which paſſages correſpond with thoſe 
words of the apoſtle to the Corinthians : So when 
this corruptible ſhall put on incorruption, and this mor- 
tal ſhall put on immortality; then ſhall be brought to 
paſs the ſaying that is written, death is ſwallowed up 
in victory. + 

And beſides this, he declares alſo the very ſum 
of the goſpel, which Chriſt and his apoſtles ſhould 
preach in that day. The ſpirit of the Lord is upon 
me, becauſe he hath anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the meck, he hath ſent me to bind up the bro- 
ken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the priſon to them that are bound, 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, &c+. Which 
words are refer'd to by Chriſt in Zuke : The ſpirit 
of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath anointed me 
to preach the goſpel to the poor, he hath ſent me to 
heal the broken hearted, to preach dcliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of ſight to the blind, to ſet 
at liberty them that are bruiſed, to preach the ac- 
Ceptable year of the Lord. \ 

And the better to ſet forth the flouriſhing 
ſtate of the church in that day, in chap. 3 5. as 
alſo in ſeveral other places, he directly propheſies 
of the calling of the Gentiles, and the abundant 

ſucceſs 


* Chap.13. 14. f 1 Cor. 15.54. + Chap. 61. 1.70 4. 
§ Chap. 4. 18, 19. | | 
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ſucceſs which ſhould attend the promulgation of 
the goſpel. * And having in chapter 53. inſiſted 
hrgely on the humiliation and ſufferings of Chriſt, 
and ſhewn the occaſion and end of them, toge- 
with many of the bleſſed conſequences which re- 
ſult from thence to his church and people; he 
comes in this 54 chapter to apply thoſe things 


for the comfort and joy of all true J1/raclites. 
And as this prophet by faith, like Abraham, re- 


Joiced in this proſpe&t himſelf, long before rhe 
day of Chriſt, and the happy ſtare of the church 
appeared in the world; ſo he calls upon all the 
faithful to rejoice with him. Sing, O barren, thou 
that didſt not bear; break, forth into ſinging, and cry 
aloud, thou that didſt not travel with child, &c.* 

Some have thought this argument began at 
chapter 52. and that after ſome interruption it is here 
reſumed ; but moſt apprehend it intirely inde- 
pendent of the former, and a new declaration of 
glorious things then in reſerve for ſpiritual /ael; 
eſpecially as to. the enlargement of the church by 
the addition of great numbers to her, and her 
continuance in a proſperous ſtate. 


By harren here ſome think we are to underſtand 


the church and ſtate of the tus, who by reaſon of 
their captivity in Babylon ſeem'd, as it were, like a 
widow, or ſolitary woman, without hope of chil- 
dren ; and that therefore the church, after the 


deliverance 
Chat. 54. I. 
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deliverance of the Fews from their captivity, is 
brought in wondering at the increaſe of her 
numbers. tt 

But others, tho* they do not intirely reject 
this interpretation reſpecting the Fews, yet think 
it may be much better underſtood of the Gen- 
tiles, who had been hitherto wholly barren, and 
brought forth no fruit to God. Which ſeems 
plain alſo from theſe words: Thus ſaith the Lord 
God: Behold, I will lift up my hand to the Gentiles, 
and ſet up my ſtandard to the people, and they ſhall 
bring thy ſons in their arms, and thy daughters ſhall 
be carried upon their ſhoulders. But if neither 
ſenſe may be excluded, it plainly appears that rhe 
proſperity of the Fewiſh church, after her delive- 
rance from Babylon, may be conſidered as typical 
of the great ſucceſs of the goſpel in the conver- 
ſion both of Fews and Gentiles, And that the 
Gentiles are herein intended, is, I think, confirm'd 
by what follows, where tis ſaid : Thy ſeed ſhall 
inherit the Gentiles. t And the apoſtle to the 
Galatians quotes this very paſſage in the ſame 
ſenſe: For it is ritten: Re joyce, thon barren, that 
beareſt not ; break forth and cry, thou that travaileſt 
not; for theldeſolate hath many more children, than 


ſhe which hath an husband. 9 Then he goes on: 


More are the children of the deſolate, than the chil- 
dren 


++ Chap. 49. 21. * Chap. 49. 22. 1 Chap. 4. 3. 
S Chap. 4. 27. 
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dren of the married wife. * That is, either lite. 
rally, the Feviſh church ſhall be more flouriſhing 
after her deliverance from captivity, than ſhe was 
before; or ſpiritually : which ſenſe, I muſt} con- 
fels, I rather chuſe; that the church of God ſhall 
by the calling in of the Gentiles be greater, and 
far more glorious, than it had been in the beſt 

ſtate of the Jews. | 
If we take that expreſſion, verſe 3 = Thy ſeed 
ſhall inherit the Gentiles : 1n a literal ſenſe only, to 
ſignify no more, than that his people ſhould af- 
ter their return from Babylon conſiderably enlarge 
their borders, and (as hiſtory aſſures us in pro- 
cels of time they did) carry their dominion into 
ſome parts of Moab, Edom and Syria, agreeable 
to that promiſe of God made to Abraham : Thy 
ſeed ſhall poſſeſs the gates of his enemy:+ I fay, if 
we bound the meaning of the prophet here, and 
can be ſatisfied with this view of the words; 
alas! what a glorious proſpect are we deprived of ? 
What faint ſhadows are theſe of that great inhe- 
ritance, which Chriſt, and with him his church, 
were to have from the multitudes of converts, 
which by the preaching of the goſpel were to be 
brought in from all parts of the world ? according 
to that of 1ſaiah : Therefore will I divide him a por- 
tion with the great, and he ſhall divide the ſpoil 
with the ſtrong ; becauſe he hath poured ont his ſoul 
zune 


* Perſe 1. + Gen. 22. 17. 
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unto dtath, and he was numbered with the tranſ- 
greſſors, and he bare the ſins of many, and made in- 
terceſſion for the tranſgreſſors *. 

Beſides, the magnificent and glorious things 
hereafter ſpoken of, and promiſed in this chapter, 
ſo vaſtly exceed the condition of the Fes at that 
time (who, according to the beſt light hiſtory af- 
fords, were oppreſſed with ſuch a variety of trou- 
bles, diſtractions, and calamities, as could no ways 
agree with that tranquillity, which is here promiſed 
to the Church) that it ſeems abſolutely neceſſary to 
Ttefer this paſlage to the times of the Goſpel; in 
which all, that is here ſaid 1s, or will be fulfilled. 
And therefore, as the foregoing chapter does direct- 

ly and literally ſpeak of Chriſt ; this literally 
ſpeaks of the Church of Chriſt, or the kingdom of 
the Meſſiah. And fo the ancient Hebrew doRors 
underſtood it 9. 

This view of the whole, I apprehend, was in 
ſome meaſure needful, in order to put the text, and 
the deſign of the Lord by it, in a plain and uſeful 
light. 
The metaphors made uſe of in the foregoing ver- 
ſes to ſet forth the comfortable ſtate of Zion, ac- 
cording to the prophet's view of it, might be pro- 
| firably handled, would our time permit. But I 


* Chap: 53. 12. § See Pool's Annot. on this place. 


B muſt 
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muſt proceed to the words themſelves, which are 
plainly brought in by way of incouragement to 
God's Iſrael. Thy maker is thy husband (the Lord 
of hoſts is his name) and thy redeemer the holy one 
Iſrael, the God of the whole earth ſhall he be called. £ 
W hoever confiders the conneRion of theſe words, 1 
with what goes before, will eaſily ſee, they are de- 
ſigned to comfort the Church, and every true be- 
liever, under any ſorrowful circumſtance whatever; 
and to ſtrengthen the faith of God's people in him, 
according to all the promiſes and prophecies rela- 
ting to his graceand fayour towards them, and their 
true and real happineſs thereby. | 
In order to theſe two great ends, our text con- 
tains two ſorts of arguments. 
Firſt, Such as ariſe from what the Lord is in him- 
ſelf, viz. 
1. The Lord of hoſts. 
2. The God of the whole earth. 
Secondly, Such as ariſe from the particular rela- 
tions, in which he ſtands to his people, As 
1. He is their maker, that is, he hath created 
or formed them to be his people. As in aiab xliii. 
21. | 
2. The holy one of 1/rael. 
z. Their redeemer. 
4. He ſuſtains the relation of an husband to all 
his people. 
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Now as 'tis evident, that the prophet in-the pre- 
eeding chapter had been ſpeaking of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt and his ſufferings, in order to complete the 
redemption and ſalvation of his people; and comes 
in this to apply the doctrines he had delivered, to 
aſſiſt their faith and joy: ſo in the text he deſcribes 
the perſon he had been ſpeaking of, as to the excel- 
lency of his nature, the holy one; the excellency of 
his power and working, the Lord of hoſts, the God 
of the whole earth, the maker and redeemer of Iſ- 
rael; and alſo by mentioning that endearing relation 
of an husband, in which this great and glorious Lord 
ſtands to all his people. From whence J conclude, 
that the perſon thus characterized in the text is the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or the ſecond perſon in the glori- 
ous Trinity, eminently ſtiled the ſon of God. This is 
he, as I obſerved, of whom the prophet had been 
particularly treating, and to whom all theſe charac- 
rers in the text properly belong, as might be ſhewn 
at large. And 'tis he who has alſo graciouſly con- 


deſcended, for the comfort of his people, to de- 


clare their nearneſs to him; and aſſure them of his 
conſtant love to, and pleaſure in them, under this 
delightful and familiar relation. 

This lovely character of our Lord Redeemer 
ſeems to ſtand firſt in the prophet's view, and is here 
mentioned witha particular emphaſis to increaſe the 
faith and conſolation of his people. And the ſeve- 
ral other characters appear as ſo many arguments, in- 
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troduced to confirm their minds in the belief, that 
he could not but anſwer in every] reſpe& all 
things they could poſſibly deſire of him, or what- 
ever might be conceived to be included in the near 
and engaging relation of a husband. 

And as in this among men we find every 
thing anſwered, that is deſirable, or that 
can be expected from every other relation; 
and one juſtly deſerving this character will make it 
his endeavour to ſupply the deficiency of all the 
reſt (which our departed friend found by experi- 
ence) therefore the Scripture mentions our Lord's 


ſtanding in this relation to his people, with deſign 


that every believer might conſtantly and comfort- 
ably expect from Chriſt's hand all that in perfection, 
which is naturally compriſed under this relative term 
among men. 

This was the view in which this portion of 
Scrpture was at ſeveral ſeaſons of ſingular advan- 
tage to the deceaſed ; and will appear fo to others, 
as the. divine Spirit gives underſtanding ; it be- 
ing eminently adapted to yeild ſupport to the faith, 
and ſuitable comfort to the minds of all true 
chriſtians under their different troubles. 

In treating upon the words thus explained I 
ſhall, 


I. Inquire what is implied in this relation, 
wherein Chriſt ſtands to his people, which 
has 


of Mrs. Maxy Wears. 13 


has ſuch a natural tendency to increaſe their 
faith and joy. 


IT. Shew the ground or reaſon, which his 
people have to depend upon his anſwering 
to them all that is thus included under this 
relation of a husband. 


III. Make proper improvement of the whole. 


I. In the firſt place we are to conſider ſome 
things, which are implied in this relation, where- 
in Chriſt ſtands to his people, that naturally tend 
to encourage their faith and joy in him. And, 


1. This relation carries in it, or intimates that 
nearneſs and union, which there is between Chriſt 
and his church. Among men the marriage uni- 
on is the neareſt and moſt ſtrict of any, that can 
poſſibly be. And becauſe there is no higher al. 
luſion, whereby to expreſs the union of believers 
to Chriſt, the Holy Ghoſt uſeth this to give 
us the more lively apprehenſion of this admirable 
privilege in the Epiſtle to the Ephefians : For we 
are members of his body, of his fleſh, and of his 
bones. * The words refer to thoſe of Adam at his 
firſt reception and welcome of Eve, when he thus 
ſpeaks of her: This is now bone of my bones, and 


Feſb 


* Chap. 5. 30. 


— Z ůp——* ˙ äA 
- _ — 
— — — —üä——— 


2 


—— — 
— Ss 
Rt. nth. 2 —— td AX 1 a AMES a AO 


— — —_ 


14 A Sermon on the Death 


fleſh of my ffeſb. x And when the apoſtle defcribes 
the union between husband and wife, he faith : 
And theſe two ſhall be one fleſh. And immedi- 
ately he applies it to the happy union between 
Chriſt and his church, ſaying: This is a great my- 
ſtery, but I ſpeak concerning Chriſt and his church. f 
And indeed, as the bridegroom and bride are one 
by a conjugal union, ſo are Chriſt and his church 
one by a ſpiritual and myſtical union. For the 
apoſtle tells us, that he ho is joined to the Lord 
is one ſpirit. ** | 

This ſpiritual and vital union is again repreſent- 
ed, as to its nearneſs and influence, by the union 
of the vine and branches : that as the branches 
are in the vine, and derive all their virtue and beau- 
ty from the ſtock; ſo believers are in Chriſt, and 
have communion with him in his fulneſs by be- 
ing thus united to him, and by that means are 
made to grow and flouriſh in faith and fruitful 
neſs. | 

And this indeed is what Chriſt intimates him- 
ſelf, when he ſais: I am the vine, ye are the 
branches. + So that this union between the hea- 
venly bridegroom and believers is not a mere 
fiction of the brain, or an enthuſiaſtic notion, as 
ſome men would fain repreſent it ; but that which 


15 


Gen. 2 23. § Eph. 5. 32. + v. 33. * 1. Cor. 6. 
17. ++ John 15. 5. 


4 U 

75 

8 A 
. 
ah 


be * 
„ 
* 
= 
ul 
* 
8 
4 
4 7 
13 
1 * 


4 

# 

45 

" 

33 

» 

« 

6 , 
44 
1 
1 * 
2 © 
* 1 * 
* 

P Nu 4 

8 * 
3 

* 

& | * * 

E 

3 

* 
* $ - 
ITY 
& 
M „ 
» 
s * 


of Mrs. Maxy Wears. 15 


is real, and founded on ſcripture authority. And 
whatever is abſolutely neceſſary to enable any per- 
ſon to bring forth fruit unto God (let men have 
what notions they pleaſe of their natural and ac- 
quired abilities) all muſt be received from him. 
And accordingly he, in whom all our ſpiritual 
fruit is found, has himſelf ſaid, that as the branch 
Cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except it abide in the vine; 


ſo neither can ye, except ye abide in me: * which at 


once ſhews the reality of the believer's union with 
Chriſt, and the neceſſity of it in order tofruitfulneſs. 

I might add, that as this union between Chriſt 
and believers is real, even as that between husband 
and wife, and in that refpe&t is comfortable; fo 
tis much more excellent both in its nature and 
duration, as being eternal. This heavenly husband 


hates putting avay, notwithſtanding the many af- 


fronts and injuries offered him by the beſt of thoſe, 
whom he hath betrothed. 


And thus we ſee the near and morale uni- 


on implied in this relation. And, indeed, ſuch 
is this union between Chriſt and his people, that 
the nearneſs of the vine and branches, head and 


members, husband and wife, are but faint reſem- 
blances of it. 


2. In this relation of a husband is implied the 
greateſt love and tendereſt affection. This is the 


proper 
* John 15. 4. 
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proper reſult of union, and is naturally ſuppoſed. in 
the relation here mentioned. Hence the apoſtle, 
ſerting forth the duty of husbands to love their 
| wives, has theſe expreſſions : So owght men to love 
1 their wives, as their own bodies ; he that loveth bis 
1 um wife, loverh himſelf ; and no man ever yet hated ut 
1 own fleſh, but nouriſheth and cheriſheth it, even as 
1 | the Lord the church. x Which ſhews, that as love 
| to ourſelves is natural and neceſſary , and a great 


deal is required in the relation of a husband ; fo 9 
the higheſt meaſure of it, with its ſweeteſt ef- 8 
fects and fruits, is certainly found in Chriſt to- | 
wards his ſpouſe. And therefore the church's ; 
ſpiritual husband, who has given the moſt con- N 
vincing proofs of his love, that poſſibly could 
be, is recommended as a perfect pattern to all 
ſuch as ſtand in that relation. Huabands love your 
wives, as Chriſt loved the church, and gave 24 

for it. t 
The greatneſs and continuance of this love and 
affection, which Chriſt bears to his people under this 
character, are very beautifully expreſs'd in Hoſea: 7 
will betroth thee unto me for euer; yea, I will betrath 
| thee unto me in righteouſneſs, and in judgment, and 
| in loving kindneſs and mercy ; I will even berroth 
thee unto me in faithſulueſi, and thou ſhalt know the 
Lord. \ And farther, to ſet forth this love in the 
moſt advantageous manner it is added immedi- 
ately 


* Eph. 5. 28. 29. + Eph. 5. 25, $ Chap. 2. 19. 20 
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ately after our text: I have called the as a wife 
of youth : that is, with the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
endearing affection; declaring that as 4 bridegroom 
rejoyceth over the bride, ſo he will rejoyce over his 
people. His ardent and unfeigned love has been 
manifeſted indeed to the wonder both of angels 
and men. 

*T was this dear love to his chutch; which he 
had eſpouſed to himſelf before all time, that 
brought him down from his father's boſom, and 
made him ſubmit to be nailed to the croſs, and 
become a curſe for them, to bleed and dye for 
their ſins. Herein is love indeed: For greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay doum his 
life for his friend.. And thus, as the relation ſup- 
poſerh the trueſt and tendereſt affection and love; 
the perfection of it is to be met with in the 
church's or true believer's ſpiritual husband. Let 
us pray therefore, that 2. may be able to compre- 
hend with all ſaints, what is the breadth, and length, 


and depth, and height of this love of Chirſt. 8 
But, 


3. This relation implics the utmoſt care and 
concern. Theſe naturally ariſe from love and us 
nion. What a man's affections are knit to, and 
he has choſen for his own, neceſſarily engages his 


* 1A. 62. f. 1 Johan 15. 13. $ Eph. 3. 18. 
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care. And as this relation includes in it love and 
choice; any perſon muſt forfeit all preten- 
ſions to this character, ſo far as he comes ſhort, 
or is deficient in this part for his ſpouſe's wel- 
fare. Now theſe are much much more emi- 
nently found in the church's ſpiritual husband, 
than they can be imagin'd in the beſt of thoſe 
who bear that character among men. This is ve- 
ry comfortably expreſs d by the apoſtle Peter: 
Caſting all your care upon him, for he careth for 
jou. And indeed as he has already taken care 
ro redeem them from wrath to come, and procure 
for all his people an inheritance incorruptible, unde» 
filed, and that fadeth not away, reſerved for them 
in heaven. F So now he takes care, as a tender 
husband, who is to remove his ſpouſe to a new 
habitation, to prepare thoſe manſions for her ; 
and at the ſame time prepare her likewiſe for the 
full enjoyment of his preſence in them. For it 
is by the freſh effuſions of his grace, that be- 
lievers are wade actually meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance with the ſaints in light. + | 
*Tis this dear redeemer, who takes that care of 
ſuch as are eſpouſed to him, as to provide all things 
neceſſary for them, both with regard to life and 


godlineſs, whatever may be their thoughts of ſome 
of his diſpenſations towards them. 


* 1 epiſt. 5. 7. f 1 Pet. 1. 4. F Col. 1. 12. 
Beſides 
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' Beſides, as his people have here many. enemies, both 
within and without, and on'this account meet with 
many perplexities in their way to him ; he takes 
care of them under all difficulties of this kind. 
Agreeable to that of the apoſtle : There hath no temp- 
tation taken you, but ſuch as is common to man ; but 
God is faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able, but will with the temptation 
alſo make a way to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear 
it. If Satan therefore, their reſtleſs and impla- 
cable adverſary, accuſe them before the throne z 
he takes care to implead him, and caft our all his 
accuſations. If he be permitted to fift them with 
temptations as heat, he takes care that their faith 
ſhall not fail. If ſin, that grievous enemy within, 
or wicked men from without riſe up, and turn their 
rage and fury upon them: he {ces to it, that the 
one ſhall not have dominion over them; nor the o- 
ther, notwithſtanding their malice and cunning, 
ſucceed ſo far as, to be able to deſtroy thoſe whom 
he has eſpouſed. 

To this purpoſe the ſcripture tells us, that his eyes 
are over the righteous, and his ears open to their cries, t 
His eyes are much more watchful over his beloved 
church, which is his fulneſi, than the eyes of any 
can be over their bags of gold and filver, who 
watch them with the utmoſt diligence, as that 


21 Cor. 10. 13. 
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wherein conſiſts their higheſt pleaſure and only 

happineſs. And when in adverſity, his eyes are 

upon them; as the eye of the refiner is upon his 

richeſt metal, when he is melting it down, in or- 

der to refine and purge it from that droſs which 

is mixed with it, and abates its value and luſtre. 

And this alluſion the prophet makes uſe of, when 

he faith : He ſus as a refiner and purifier of ſilver.*. 

Which doubtleſs denotes his extraordinary care 

and watchfulneſs, that none be loſt or damaged | 

in thoſe various trials and afflictions they paſs 

thro' here. And to ſhew the extenſiveneſs of | 

this care in the church's bridegroom, we are told 
ia the Chronicles, that the eyes of the Lord run to 

and fro throughout the whole earth, to ſhew himſelf 1 

ſtrong in the behalf of all them, whoſe hearts are per.. I 

fett towards him. t O ! how delightful muſt | t 

this be to poor trembling believers under their 1 

trouble, to remember that they have ſuch an huſ- t 

band in heaven, as careth for them in all concerns, c 


whether of a temporal or ſpiritual nature ! 3 

4. A fourth thing, implied in this relation of t 
a husband, is the utmoſt pity and ſympathy, which 0 
can be deſired in ſuch a relative towards his ſpouſe 1 
in a time of affliction and diſtreſs. And there 0) 
is ſomething in this, where it is diſcovered to be 7 


# Mal. 3.3. f 2 Chr. 16, 9. 
truly 


of Mrs. MARY Wears, 21 


truly real and hearty, fo exceeding agreeable and 

lovely, that we find many other defects for the 

fake of this one endearing quality frequently o- 

verlook d. Where this is wanting on proper oc- | 
caſions, there appears little humanity, with ſcarce N 
any thing of the husband, or indeed the chri- | 
ſtian, let the perſon's profeſſion be never ſo great. | 
And as union, of perſons in natural or civil con- | 
cerns neceſſarily ſuppoſes this, ſo it is eminently 
true with regard to Chriſt, and ſuch as he hath be- 
trothed to himſelf. And tis matter of ſingular 
comfort to the church under every adverſe cir-- 
cumſtance, that among the many other valuable 
qualities, which are to be found in this their ſpi- 
ritual husband, this of ſympathy and uncommon 
regard is very conſiderable. For to the comfort of 
the church it is ſaid: A a father pitieth his chil- 
dren, ſo doth the Lord pity them that fear him: 
that is, them that love him.* For fear in the 
old teſtament, and love in the new, are frequent» 
ly uſed to ſignify the ſame thing. 

Agreeable to this the prophet Zaiah, in men- 
tioning many particulars of the loving Kindneſs 
of the Lord towards his people, has theſe words : 
In all their afflitions he was afflifted, and the angel 
of his preſence ſaved them ; in his love and in his 
pity he redeemed them, Cc. So the apoſtle 


| 


* Pf. 103. 13. 1 Chap. 63. 9. 
James. 
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James The Lord is very pitiful and of tender mere 


9. * And in like manner the author to the 


Hebrews, that he might recommend to the beſt 


advantage the preſerence of the chriſtian religi- 
on to the Jewiſh, expreſſes hlmſelf thus: Ve have 
not an high prieſt, who cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities, + &c. As tho' he had 
faid: < We have an high prieſt, who by reaſon 
ce of the perfection of his human nature, and the 
ce variety of his ſufferings, is both morally and 
ce naturally capable to. exerciſe pity towards his 
ce people in all cafes of diſtreſs and affliction.” Pr. 
Owen obſerves that the word oownediray is vari- 
ouſly rendered; ſometimes to ſuffer, at other times 
to ſuffer with, to have. compaſſion, to be touched with 
& feeling, to be affetied with, to condole, or mourn 
over. 9 And in another place he obſerves, that 
during the time of our trials Chriſt has a real motion 
affettions in his holy nature. 
And indeed the apoſtle ſeems to make this exer- 
ciſe of pity one principal end in our Lord's view, 
in going thro' his many trials and ſufferings ; 
and ſpeaks of it as what was to fit him, and 
render him every way ſuitable for this great 
and gracious end. For, he ſais, in that he him- 
felf has ſuffered being tempted, he is able or fitted 
zo fuccour them that are tempted.** So that, as I 


Chap. 5. 11. + Heb. 4. 15. §S Owen in Loc. 
aid 


XX Heb, 2. 18. 
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ſaid before, there is the greateſt reaſon for ſuch, as 
are eſpouſed to Chriſt, to depend upon having 
proper pity expreſs'd towards chem under their dif- 
ferent preſſures here. But, 

5. Another thing intimated, or indeed aſſured by 
this relation, is the having all convenient ſupplies, 
which are in the power of a tender hushand to 
give. And this undoubtedly is a conſideration of 
no ſmall comfort to the children of God. U- 
nion and love aſſure this, and it is a natural con- 
ſequence of care and ſympathy. This is a duty 
implanted in nature, and what the law of nations 
lays us under the ſtricteſt obligations to diſcharge. 
And that man, who to his ability makes no pro- 
viſion for his wife, is no longer worthy the cha- 
raſter of an husband. For to uſe the apoſtk's 
words: He that provides not for his own, that is, 
takes no care for their neceſſary ſupport, hath 
denied the faith, and is worſe than an infidel.* 

Now -under this character the Lord repreſents 
himſelf as the provider for his people. One that 
looks to it, that the real wants of all thoſe, who 
truly depend upon him, be conſtantly and ſuita- 
bly ſupplied out of his exceeding fulneſs. He 
is infinitely wiſe, and ſo perfectly well knows whar 
is needful and proper for every one of his fami- 
ly , to fill up that ſtation which his providence 


21 Tim. 5. 8. 


has 
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has allotted them here; and then his love and un- 

merited favour engage him freely to do for them 

abundantly above and beyond what they can poſ- 

fibly ak, or thin: x And we may be ſure that 

he who has planted this care in our very nature 

and has enjoin'd it upon us as our indiſpen- 
ſible duty, certainly will never himſelf fail in 
the diſcharge} of it. And indeed the leaſt fear 
or heſitation in this matter is a flur and 
diſhonour-on the ſpiritual husband, and betrays 
a weakneſs very much unbecoming the chri- 
ſtian character. Chriſt, like an elder brother, 
or the firſt born under the law, poſſeſſeth the in- 
heritance; but it is with the intent to ſupply the 
wants of the whole family : dealing out, like a- 
nother Foſeph, neceſſary proviſions to his father's 
family in every time of need. Nor can this be 
doubted, if we conſider, 

6. Laſtly, That the relation of an husband gives 
his ſpouſe a right to ſhare with him in every thing 
that is properly his. No real or pretended ine- 
quality that their might be before marriage, can 
now hinder it. Tis an eſſential part of the ci- 
vil contract among us. Nor can the wife's title 
be alienated, as long as the relation continues. 

This is an extenſive advantage indeed to the 
church of Chriſt, which every believer is a ſharer 


* Eph, 3. 20, 


| 
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in, and may aſſuredly depend upon. Not that they 
are purely beholden for this benefit to that obliga- 
tion their ſpiritual husband is under from this part 
of his relative character; but, as I have proved 
before, there is a natural love, that freely and 
powerfully inclines him to make his eſpou- 
ſed people partners with himſelf in the en- 
joyment of what he is, and has, as their media» 
tor. For in this quality it hath pleaſed the father 
that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell ;* that all thoſe, who 
have him for their husband, might ont of his ful- 
neſi receive, and grace for grace. & Therefore all theſe 
have a right by divine grace to his precious blood 
to cleanſe them from all fin ; a right to his glorious ju- 
ſtifying righteouſoeſs for their acceptance before 
God ; to the fulneſs of his power for defence 
and ſupply ; and to the ſanctify ing influences of 
his holy ſpirit to fit them for the ends of his glo- 
ry here, andtheir enjoy ment of a world of hap- 
pineſs hereafter; and to add no more, a right to 
be ſharers not only in his honour here, but alſo 
in that inheritance of his reſerved for them in 
glory. Hence his people are faid to be heirs to- 
gether with him, + or heirs of God, and joint heirs 
with Chriſt. And the ſame apoſtle in another 
place, arguing the believer's title to all good, founds 
it in his relation to Chriſt : Mhether Paul, or A- 


* Col. 1. 19. F John 1. 16. + Rom. 8. 17. 
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pollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, 


or things preſent, or things to come, all are yours 
and ye are Chriſt's. * And to put this truth be- 
yond all doubt, Chriſt himſelf declares to his fa- 
ther: The glory, which thou gaveſt me, I have given 
them. + 
From all which it appears, I think, ſufficient- 
ly evident, that whatever can be ſuppoſed of Chriſt, 
as mediator ; all thoſe who are united to him by 
faith, and are eſpouſed by him, do and ſhall ſhare 
in with him for ever. And tho” all fulneſs is in- 
truſted in the hands of this heavenly husband, 
and the crown of honour is put upon his head; 
yet his ſpouſe has an undoubted right to come 
in for part of his abundant riches. And as this 
glory and honour of her covenant head are the 
particular dignity and luſtre of the whole body, 
ſo of every ſingle member. 
O! who would not deſire to be the eſpouſed 

of Chriſt, and have their maker and redeemer for 
their head and husband ! 


And thus we have conſidered this character, 


and inquired into thoſe things, the principal at 
leaſt, that are neceſſarily implied in this relation- 
The comfort ariſing from hence to every true 
chriſtian, who has no leſs a perſon than his maker 
for his husband, cannot certainly but bear ſome pro- 


* 1 Cor. 3. 22. f John 17. 22. 
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portion to that experienced by our departed Friend. 
Eſpecially if we conſider thoſe other glorious titles, 
as his being their redeemer, the holy one of 1ſrael, the 
Lord of hoſts, and the God of the whole earth, as ſo many 
additional characters, ſurrounding this, and caſting 
an eminent beauty and glory upon it; and furniſh- 
ing, as it were, the church of God with ſo ma- 
ny concluſive arguments, to eſtabliſh her faith in a 
comfortable aſſurance, that whatever is expected, or 
can be deſired from this indearing relation, Chriſt 
is not only able to anſwer, but certainly will to 
every one thus eſpouſed by him. 

But this brings me to my next general, which I 
told you would be, 


IT. To ſhow the ground, or reaſon, which the 
people of God have to be aſſured, that Chriſt will 
fully anſwer to them every thing thus included in 
the relation of an husband. 

What we ſhall do here, will be little more than 
a ſort of recapitulation ; nor indeed is there any 
thing elſe neceſſary : for by eſtabliſhing the truth of 
the preceding head, which, I hope, we have al- 
ready done, we at once alſo eſtabliſh this, be- 
cauſe the reaſon for both is the ſame. 

But as the people of God, thro' the various dif- 
ficulties they have to encounter with, are too ſubje& 
to unbelief and fears; it may not be amis to offer 
ſome what under this ſecond head. 


D 2 Theſe 


rr - a ER 


— — „ . — PEP 
— —— — — —bä—ꝓ⅜ũ ä — 


2 2 


—_— -- "ney: 


28 A Sermon on the Death 


- Theſe unbelieving thoughts reſpecting Chriſt, 
under this or any other character, ſeem to me to a- 
riſe from the apprehenſion either of his want of love, 
or power, or faithfulneſs; the very thought of which 
defeRs plainly betrays a grear degree of ignorance 
both of the perfection of his nature, and the riches 
of his grace. And to doubt his anſwering all that 
is ſuppoſed or can be included in this relation, is a 
plain affront to his holy majeſty, and matter of 
great ſhame and bluſhing to ſuch who profeſs to 
love and truſt him. Therefore it were greatly to 
be wiſhed, that the dreadful nature, and evil conſe- 
quences hereof, were better underſtood and conſidered 
by all true chriſtians. On the other hand, from 
thoſe characters in the text we have all poſſible 
reaſon to conclude, that nothing can be wanting in 


him, which is neceſſary to ſecure to his people all 


that is included in, or can be expected from ſuch a 
relation. 

And indeed how is it poſſible that it ſhould 
be otherwiſe 2 Can he want nearneſs to his people, 
to intereſt himſelf in their common advantage, who 
is their husband? Can he be without ſuitablelove or 
affection for them, whom he hath redeemed from 
wrath to come, and waſhed from their fans in his 
own blood ? Can he fail of pity or ſympathy. to- 
wards thoſe, whom he has choſen for his peculiar 
people, and declared that in all their afflitions he is 
afflifted ? Will not he, can we ſuppoſe, anſwer 
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the cries, and provide for the neceſſities of his 


own ſpouſe, who is in general a father of the fa- 
therleſs, and an hashand to the widow? And further, 
can any doubt, hut that he, who is the Lord of hoſts,and 
the God of the whale earth, has power ſufficient to 
accompliſh his whole pleaſure concerning them? Nor 
can he be once ſuſpected as to his faithfulneſs in this 
relation, who, as the holy one of Iſrach, always 
acted agreeable to his divine nature and word, and 
abides the true and faithful witneſs for ever. Aſter 
all this can any imagine, that his ſpouſe ſhall fail of 
any neceſſary degrees of grace here, or fall ſhort of 
ſharing with him in the glories of his kingdom 
hereafter ? Certainly no. Theſe things ſeem to car- 
ry their own evidence along with them, and aſſure 
us, that the work of faith withpower ſhall be carried on 
in their hearts of his people, while in this wilderneſs 
ſtate, till they are compleatly fitted for the enjoy- 


ment of him above, and are actually brought to 


thoſe manſions, he has prepared for all his choſen. 


I come now, 


II. To make a few reſſections by way of im- 

ement.. 

x. This affords: us an admirable inſtance of the 
riches. of divine grace, and the wonderful conde- 
ſcention of the Son oſ God, that he ſhould demean 
himſelf in ſuch a manner, as not to be aſhamed of 


being ſtiled an husband to ſuch ſinful worms, as 
q the 
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the beſt of his people are. How amazing is this ? 


. Herein is love and condeſcention indeed, unexampled 


love, that theLord of glory ſhould place his affections 
upon ſuch as we, and chuſe us for his on before 
the foundation of the world. That the heir of all 
things ſhould ſtoop ſo low, as to take worms of the 
earth into union with himſelf, and embrace, with 
delight ſinful men in the arms of his ſovereign grace. 
Should ſome great earthly potentate leave his 
palace, and take himſelf a wife from a cottage of beg- 
gars, twould ſurprize and aſtoniſh the neighbour- 
ing nations. But alas, believer, here is matter of 
greater wonder than this, what men and angels ſtand 
amazed at, and even the whole heavenly hoſt, whoſe 
eternal employment it will be to adore this unſear- 
chable grace ! O conſider this, all ye redeemed of the 
Lord, that your hearts may exult in this condeſcend 
ing love, as that which is moſt ſovereign moſt free 
2. If it be the happineſs of all God's people, that 
their maker is their husband; how much does it 
ſtand us in ſtead to examine whether we are of this 
number? For without ſome good ground for 


ſuch a concluſion, we can draw no proper comfort 


from this truth, whatever we think of our ſelves. 
He that is a kind and tender husband to his 
people, will appear an incenſed judge againſt all thoſe, 


who live and dye ſtrangers and enemies to him. 


Thoſe 


of Mrs. Maxy Wrars. 31 


Thoſe, who are eſpouſed to Chriſt, experience, at 
ſome ſeaſons at leaſt, an hearty love to his glorious 
perſon, a delight in the contemplation of his divine 
excellencies, a willingneſs of mind to give up them- 
ſelves to him, and dependance upon him for every 
thing both for time and eternity. They have a 
true deſire after his company, and the greateſt plea- 
ſure in it. If your conſciences therefore teſtify 
that you experience theſe things, there is reaſon why 
you ſhould conclude (notwithſtanding all your un- 
worthineſs) that your maker is your husband; but 
if not, and you are deſtitute of true faith in, and love 
toChriſt, your hope is vain, and you are yet in your ſins 

| 3+ Does Chriſt ſtand in this relation to his people? 
This may adminiſter matter of great comfort and 
Joy to them ar all times, and under all circumſtan- 
ces. How may a diſconſolate widow look with 
pleaſure ro Chriſt, for repairing all the loſſes ſhe 
can poſſibly ſuſtain by the death of the moſt fairh- 
ful and affectionate husband? What more can be 
deſired to this end, than that our maker ſtands in 


the relation of a loving, tender, faithful, and 


powerful husband ? Such an one may rejoice in the 
Lord always, be the caſe what it will. This will 
be a ſutable comfort under the ſenſe of fin, for in 
this caſe he is an advocate with the father. When 
afflictions preſs ſore upon us, he will Ahold with the 
right hand of his righteouſneſs. Are his people in 
the fire, he'll be with them, and in the water, that 

{hall 
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ſhall not overcome them. So that the believer may 
ſay at all times, as /aiah does: I will greath re- 
joice in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my God; 
for he hath cloathed me with the garments of ſalua- 
tion, he hath covered me with the robe of righte- 
ornſneſs, & c. f R 

4 If believers are Chriſt's ſpouſe, how heinous 
and aggravated muſt their wilful tranſgreſſions be? 
Indeed the beſt of men muſt confeſs, that their 
fins are innumerable, by reaſon of that remainder 
of corruption which there is in them; and that 
they ſtand in daily nced of the freſh applications 
of the blood of ſprinkling to their conſciences : 
but then theſe are what they hate and abhor, 
when truly themſelves. And by how much the 
more they are aſſured, that Chriſt will continue 
his love, and not caſt them off, tho' their tranſ- 
greſſions are exceeding numerous; by ſo much the 
more under divine influence will they be careful, 
how they offend this fo gracious and kind a Lord, 
and be deſirous to yield him a willing and chearful 
obedience. So far are the moſt clear goſpel truths 
from deſerving that unjuſt charge of tending to 
lead men into fin, and encouraging them therein, 
that the more men underſtand them, the more 
do they hate the garment ſpotted with the fleſh. 

As wilful fin, therefore, muſt be contrary to 
the principle of grace in us, fo it muſt be an high 

Chap. 61. 10. | 


violation 


{ 
] 
v 
a 
f 


of Mrs. MARY Wrars. 33 


violation of that engagement we are under to b 
the Lord's, and conſequently very provoking to 
our heavenly husband. Hence the Lord makes 
it an aggravation of 1/7ael's ſin, ſaying : They brake 
my covenant, alto I was an husband to them. * 

Conſider then, O believers, that as by your eſ- 
pouſal to Chriit your calling is high, and your 
honour very great; fo alſo is your obligation to 
faithfulneſs equal thereto; Therefore allow yourſelves 
in nothing unworthy of your own dignity, nor 
the honour of your Lord-redeemer- 

5. From the relation believers ſtand in to 
Chriſt we learn, that the moſt ardent affection 
is due to him from all his choſen. An ordinary 
or common love to this ſpiritual husband is not 
enough. For his divine perfections call for much 
more than this. An equal ſhare of our affectiong 
to him, with other things, as one obſerves, would 
be a crime and a ſcandal. 

6. This alfo teaches us, how highly it concerns 
every chriſtian to pay a juſt regard to all the ors 
dinances of our glorious redeemer, and to take great 
ſatisfaction in yielding obedience ro him therein- 
How pleaſant is it to a loving and an affectionate 
wife to wait in thoſe paths, in which her kind and 
abſent ſpouſe had appointed to meet her. By this 
ſhe duely honours him, and is moſt likely to an- 


: 
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ſwer the deſire of her own mind, which is to ſee 
and cnjoy her beloved. 

All the appointed paths of Chriſt's feet are glo- 
rious, and his ſpouſe may ſay in all of them, as 
tis in Canticles: Tis the voice of my beloved. And 
indeed ſhe ought to attend in all his ordi- 
nances to hear his will, and expect to enjoy his 
comfortable preſence in the appointed ſeaſon. And 
give me leave to ſay, that this will be obſerved 
by his people in obedience to him, in ſome pro- 
portion to that ſenſe they have of the relation 
they bear to their maker, as their ſpiritual hus- 
band. His honour calls for this, and as that com- 
munion with him, which is enjoy'd in his ap- 
pointments, is moſt ſweet to ſuch as have ever 
talted of his love; ſo theſe will all of them, more 
or leſs, deſire to wait for him in the ways of his 
houſe, and where this care is wanting, there is 
too much room to ſuſpe& their relation. 

7. Laſtly, this relation Chriſt ſtands in to his 


people, calls for their chearful. and conſtant de- 


pendance upon him. With what pleaſure does 
man attend the buſineſs of life, in order to 
ſupply the call of his family, when his ſpouſe 


receives the fruit of his care with an air of plea- 
ſure and ſatisfaction; while, on the other hand, an 


. uneaſy, murmuring, and diſſatisfied countenance and 


carriage grieve his mind, and in a very great mea- 
ſure 
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ſure render him uncapable of purſuing that with 
pleaſure, which was deſigned for their mutual com- 
fort and happineſs. 

This heavenly husband indeed will never be un. 
mindful of the good of his church, even in the 
leaſt degree; for we are aſſured that all things 
work together for good to them that love him. 
All which ſhould engage our entire dependance 
upon him in all our affairs, and our chearful ac- 
quieſcence with him in all the diſpenſations of his 
grace and providence. Therefore a doubting and diſ- 
ſatisfied chriſtian diſhonours his Lord, and acts very 
unbecoming his profeſs'd truſt in, and dependance 
upon him. But for a true chriſtian with becoming plea- 
ſure to go through the ſeveral difficult paths in 
this wilderneſs, leaning upon the beloved, is highly 
commendable, and is both an honour and plea» 
ſure to his redeemer, 

To conclude, let all ſuch then, whom Chriſt 
has eſpouſed to himſelf, remember, that their love- 
ly bridegroom is haſtening apace to fetch them 
to the poſſeſſion of thoſe glorious manſions, which 
he has prepared for all thoſe who love him, and 
long for his appearing. He'll ſoon ſend his meſ- 
ſenger death to call their fouls into his pre- 
ſence, and order a heavenly band of guardian an- 
gels to conyey them to his glorious paradiſe, 
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where, how mean and contemptible ſoever they 
ſeem here, they ſhall appear then with ſuch ex- 
alted abilities, as ſhall enable them to comprehend 
both natural and divine knowledge in another man- 
ner than heretofore. While their bodies ſhall re- 
main the tender care of an almighty providence, 
and their duſt ſhall be watchfully kept by vir- 
tue of their union to Chriſt; 'till he comes who 
ſhall change their vile bodies, and faſhion them like 
unto his glorious body. 

And when their glorious Lord ſhall riſe from 
his throne of government, and come to his ſear 
of judgment, he ſhall ſay, © Let the foun. 
& dations of the earth be looſed, and the hea- 
ge vens be folded together, let the throne be ſer, 
ce and the books be open'd, and ariſe ye dead and 
& come to judgment.” Then ſhall their bodies 
be raiſed, and being immortalized, ſhining with 


5 


* heavenly beauty, ſhall with the greateſt plea- 


ſure re-unite with, and each embrace its glorified 
foul. And now the happy bride, being thus 
made ready, ſhall enter with the bridegroom up- 
on that glorious eternity, which ſhall be ſpenc in 
the moſt delightful diſcoveries and admiration of 
divine love; and in the fruition of all glory, fe- 
licity and joy, which will be the ultimate reſult 
pf redeeming grace, 


There 
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There the antient of days ſhall open the book 
of the divine decrees, unlock the treaſures of 
his council, and unfold the myſteries of his eter- 
nal love, and ſhew to every happy ſoul what room 
they had in his heart and thoughts before all ages, 
O glorious viſion! 

The delightful marriage is now confumated ; ; 
the ſpouſe of Chriſt is now by her Lord brought 
into his glorious manſions ; and the happy bride, 
the lamb's wife, fhall loſe fight of him no 
more for ever. The ſhadow is fled away, and 
can nere return; while this beloved bridegroom 
ſhall entertain his ſpouſe upon the delightful ever- 
laſting mountain of ſpices. 

May we ſhew our love to, and deſire after 
theſe things, by chuſing Chriſt for our Lord 
and husband, by ſubmitting to his laws, by ſtu- 
dying his honour and intereſt here ; and often 
with pleaſure revolve theſe) words in our mind, 
as our departed friend did : Thy maker is thy 
busband, (the Lord of hoſts is his name) and thy 
redeemer the holy one of Iſrael, the God of the 
whole earth ſhall he be called. 


I ſhould here have put an end to this diſcourſe, 
were it not expected I ſhould fay ſomething 
of the perſon deceaſed. What I ſhall do this way, 


beſides acquainting you in general that ſhe was. 
| | called 
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called in her younger days by ſovereign and diſ- 
tinguiſhing grace, to an early knowledge and pro- 
ſeſſion of Chriſt and his ordinances, and devoted 
that ſeaſon of life to religious exerciſes, which far 
the greater part of young perſons ſpend in youthful 
luſts;which war againſt the ſoul, will be only an inſtance 
or two of ſuch things, as I apprehend, worthy our 
regard and imitation. 

And I would obſerve, in the firſt place, it be- 
ing worthy our notice, that tho' ſhe met with par- 
ticular trials for her profeſſion of Chriſt, and ſtea- 
dy ſubmiſſion to his ordinances ; yet ſhe was not 
aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt, nor afraid to pro» 
feſs it, whatever might be the conſequenc es of it. 

Her behaviour in this church of Chriſt was 
becoming the profeſſion ſhe made of the goſpel. 
How ſhe filled up other relations, will be better told 
by thoſe, who juſtly lament her departure, and will 
not find iteaſy, I believe, in many reſpects to re- 
pair that loſs. 

Thoſe who were moſt intimate with her, to her 
praiſe obſerved, that ſhe was truly compaſſionate to 
the poor and diſtreſſed ; affectionately concerned 
for the ſouls of her chriſtleſs relations, even thoſe 
of them, who ſlighted her moſt on the account of 
her profeſſion. And as ſhe had herſelf taſted of 
divine love and grace, ſhe would frequently recom- 
mend it to others in converſation, and ſpeak of 

the 
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the worth of an immortal ſoul in a very ſenſible and 
affectionate manner. 

She loved family religion ſo well (which is ſo 
miſerably neglected by the generallity of profeſſors in 
our day) that, I hope, the younger part of thoſe late 
under her care will not forget, that concern ſhe 
expreſſed for the due diſcharge of it ; nor the 
marks of her diſpleaſure towards ſuch, as ſeem'd to neg- 
lect, or behave indecently under the performance 
of it. 

During her long and laſt indiſpoſition (which 
perhaps took its farſt riſe from a too great concern 
for the loſs of all her children) I am told, by thoſe 
who were about her, ſhe diſcovered much patience 
and ſubmiſion to the divine will; and tho' the ap- 
prehenſion of death was awful to her, and the con- 
ſciouſneſs of imperfections, together with ſome 
darkneſs of mind with which ſhe was ſometimes 
exercis d, were attended with ſome fears; yet 
ſhe was ſeaſonably ſupported and comforted with 
many great and precious promiſes thro' the whole 
courſe of her illneſs, by which ſhe was enabled for 
the moſt part to maintain a lively hope in, and 
and by faith keep a firm hold of the redeemer. 
And a little before her departure, being deſired, 
if ſhe had any comfortable hope, to ſignify it: 
by the motion of her trembling hand, ſhe then en- 
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deavoured to give that ſatisfaction, which thro' want 
of ſpeech by words ſhe was incapable of expreſſing. 


May we, who are left behind, find a fpirit 
diſpoſed to thoſe things I have hinted, and ex- 
perience ſutable ſupports under our affliction, 
and a good degree of hope and joy in our laſt 


moments. III Wy * 
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Pe to. line 5. read of Iſtael. p. 18. 1. 5. dele much, p. 24. 

J. 22. r. there might be. p. 29. J. 17. r. the hearts. N. B. 
In pages 36 and 37, inverted commas ſhould have been placed 
at the beginning of ſeveral lines, but by miſtake are omitted. 


